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Edition 619 April 2016       Adar II / Nisan 5776 A monthly publication of Temple Israel of the Poconos 

      An Essential Compromise 
 
                        by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 

Although this is technically the April newsletter, I would like to touch upon 
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, as it falls so early in the month, 
beginning this year on Wednesday night, May 4, and all day Thursday, May 5, 
corresponding to the 27th day of Nissan. As many do not actually receive the 
newsletter in the mail until after that date, it merits to be mentioned now. 
 
Now the actual Hebrew date, the 27th of Nissan, has no intrinsic meaning!  
Rather, it is the result of a compromise reached in Israel, sorting out various 
competing claims by disparate parties as to the proper date on which to  
observe the Holocaust. The surviving Warsaw Ghetto fighters insisted that the 
commemoration be held on Passover Eve each year, as that was the final date 
the Nazis chose on which to eliminate the Jews of the ghetto once and for all. 
But choosing that date would forever overshadow the Passover Celebration, 
casting a pall of gloom over the most joyous national holiday celebrating the 
birth of the Jewish people, thus granting Hitler a posthumous victory. 
 
The Orthodox groups insisted that it not fall at all during Nissan, as nothing 
should cast any hint of sadness over the entire month of Nissan, the joyous 
month of our Passover redemption and national birth. They would have it 
moved altogether to the follow month of Iyyar. But in so doing the original  
Nissan connection to the Warsaw Ghetto uprising would become lost  
altogether. And importantly, the date needed to fall out before Israel's  
Independence Day, on the 5th of Iyyar, because the Holocaust historically  
preceded Israel's birth and independence. The Haredi Ultra Orthodox only  
observe the Holocaust as part of Tisha B'Av, and in Israel turn their backs on 
the siren that marks the beginning of the day of commemoration, pointedly  
ignoring the sensitivities of the rest of the Jews in Israel. And they wonder why 
they are hated and despised. 
 
Even as he was losing the war against the combined Allied forces, Hitler  
doubled down on his war against the Jews. To him it was an ideological battle 
of mythic proportions. He saw warfare as a necessity which improves the  
human condition, a dark vision of the subjugation and the elimination of the 
weak and the "subhuman races" on the part of the Master Race, while the  
ultimate Jewish vision was peace for all mankind which would allow kindness, 
justice and compassion to be revealed as the guiding forces which would de-
fine what it means to be fully human. These two world views were fundamen-
tally incompatible. And until the final redemption, humanity must strive in each 
generation to combat the evil in the world to help bring the ultimate vision of 
peace and our connection with God to fruition. 
 
Passover commemorates the birth of the Jewish people, as the experience of 
transitioning from slavery to freedom was the crucible which ingrained in our 
collective conscience the imperatives of building a just society which holds 
freedom as the essential birthright of what it means to be human. Please join 
us at our community-wide Seder. Details inside!  
 
© 2016 by Rabbi Baruch Melman 
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Temple office:  (570) 421-8781                                                                     Rabbi Baruch Melman                                         
tipoc@ptd.net                                                 (570)  730-4799 
www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org            rabbimelman@gmail.com 
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1st Vice President Bernie Driller 421-6103 HBDriller@aol.com 

2nd Vice President Lois LaBarca 421-6103 loislabarca@gmail.com 

Secretary Barbara Rosenberg 894-4537 barb74@ptd.net 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 

  

  

Spring is due to arrive next week but as I sit here writing my April message it looks and feels more 
like winter than spring. And yet I know that Spring has officially arrived in my house although it may 
not seem so outdoors. Pesach cleaning is here which in American terminology is simply referred to 
as spring cleaning.  I enjoy the frenzy of Pesach preparations which begin in my home immediately 
after Purim. I learned them at my mother’s side and have lived with them ever since.  They make 
me happy. They are my heritage and they are a part of the gift given to me when I stood at the foot 
of Sinai with my ancestors. Pesach cleaning is different than ordinary spring cleaning. There is an 
element of Peoplehood in the search for crumbs of chametz in places where I know none can be 
found. When the great countdown to Pesach will finally be completed my whole house will be clean 
but it is my kitchen which will reflect my love and yes my devotion to this marvelous gift of Judaism. 
It will be as impeccable as I can make it and it will display my Pesach treasures: my mother’s gefilte 
fish pot, my father’s Kos Eliyahu or Elijah’s Cup, my parents’ Seder dishes and the magnificent  
Seder plate which my beloved Ferdinando bought for us in Jerusalem. Fragrances from my past 
will fill my home as I cook and bake recipes which I learned from my mother and from my husband.  

I regularly ask myself why my own preparations are not enough for me. Then I acknowledge with 
joy that I have another house which I must clean and prepare for Pesach together friends who care 
about me and treat me like a part of their family. And just as I will prepare the Second Seder at my 
home to share with a few of my Temple family, I will prepare the First Seder at Temple Israel to 
share with my Temple Israel family and their friends. I am doubly blessed since fragrances of  
Pesach will fill my home and my synagogue.  

So Spring is almost here and Pesach is not far away. You – my Temple Israel family are invited to 
enjoy First Seder on Friday, April 22. Temple Israel will be cleaned and prepared for the festivities. 
Prices have been kept the same as last year. Reservation Forms have been mailed out and others 
sit on the table in Founders Hall. Please mail them in with your check. We need to know the  
numbers of guests in order to prepare the meals and we need to have your checks .in order to  
cover the expenses. The Temple Israel kitchen will be open during all of Pesach. Join us on April 
23, the first day of Pesach for Shabbat Services, followed by a Pesach Kiddush Luncheon. Come 
down Wednesday April 27 for Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi. Following Yizkor and Shabbat  
Services on April 30 join your Temple Israel family for the closing Pesach Kiddush Luncheon. Let 
us celebrate it together. 

Sandra 



Page 4                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 619 

 

    JUDAISM’S NEED TO STUDY 

                                by Norman Gelber  
In our life as Jews, we sometimes encounter a philosophic experience in which we  
question our dedication to Judaism. For reference points, we may start with the division 
of Judaism into study, worship, and righteous behavior.  Each of us may stress any  
combination or all of these divisions of Judaism–and sometimes none of them.   The 
point is that it is difficult to rate their individual importance and more useful to focus 
on each one at a time.  
 
To begin with the importance of study, it is self-evident that a Jew who is ignorant of 
the Torah, chapters of the Talmud, Ecclesiastes, the Book of Job, and the Prophets, will lack the ethical 
guidelines and both the philosophical and spiritual support that Judaism provides. Just as every profession 
requires a background of knowledge, supplemented with practice, so does religion. That’s why doctors,  
dentists, lawyers, and counselors proudly display their academic credentials on the wall of their office. 
 
Encouragement of study was and remains the cornerstone of Jewish education. From the elementary "heder" 
to advanced courses at a "yeshiva ," Jewish males learned the fundamentals of Judaism as well as the range  
of Holy Script. With this extensive religious education, they were able to serve as rabbinical teachers of the 
less- educated laity. Thus the Jewish people acquired the reputation of being "The People of the Book." In 
fact, well into modern times, Jewish parents were especially proud to have a scholarly Jewish son-in-law. 
 
While study maintained its time-honored reputation, it also gave rise to a conflict with the religious move-
ment of "Hasidism" that emerged in Eastern Europe in the eighteenth century. Founded by Israel Ba’al Shem 
Tov, "Hasidism" represented a liberal approach to Judaism. It stressed a personal relationship with God and 
with fellow Jews. The rivalry between the emergent Hasidic movement and the conservative Mitnagdim, (the 
opponents) led by Elijah, the scholarly Gaon (genius) of Vilna, led to the danger of religious snobbery and  
sectarian rivalry.  
 
In his early life, Elijah revealed signs of his extraordinary scholarship. At age six, he studied the Torah and the 
Talmud by himself; at age seven, he presented a discourse at the main synagogue of Vilna; and he reportedly 
acquired the habit of studying eighteen hours a day. The extensive knowledge of Judaism enabled Elijah to 
become the spiritual leader of Lithuanian and Russian Jews. In his powerful position as an Orthodox and  
famous scholar, he spearheaded the opposition to Hasidism. Rather than working toward a religious  
conciliation. But the result of that conflict is another story. 
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                         by Rabbi Baruch Melman, Principal 
              and Debbie Smith, Administra ve Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Tuesday April 5  5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Sunday April 10 9:00 — 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday April 12 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Tuesday April 19 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Rabbi Baruch Melman, Principal 
Mrs. Debbie Smith, Administrative Director 

 
Greetings! 
 
Last month we celebrated a beautiful Purim! 
We were dressed in our costumes! We read the Megillat Esther! 
We booed and twirled our groggers at hearing Haman's name! 
We ate delicious Hamantaschen!   We had a wonder Purim Feast! 
 

This month we have our annual  
Chocolate Seder! - April 10th 

 
All parents and families are invited! 

Please let Debbie know if you are planning to attend so we have enough. 
 
Everything chocolate! 
 
The matzahs! 
The 4 cups of chocolate milk! 
Even the seder plates!!! 
 
Stay tuned! 
 

Reminder: all children taking Bar/
Bat lessons are required to attend 
services with their families at least 
one Friday night and one Saturday 
morning per month. 
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Passover 5776 
First Seder 
Friday, April 22, 2016 
 

PAID IN FULL RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Celebrate Passover in the traditional manner with your friends and family. 

            DATE: Friday, April 22, 2016 
            TIME: Doors Open 5:30 

                                   Short Shabbat Service 6:00 — 6:30 
                                   Seder Begins 6:45 

 
 

 

 

                    Reservations must be made and paid for by April 15, 2016. 

                       Complete bottom portion and return with payment to: 

     Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Sandra Alfonsi at 570-223-7062 
or by email at sanalfonsi@aol.com 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Name ______________________________________________________ Phone Number ______________________________ 

Adult Members Attending ______________ 

Adult Non-Members Attending _________                            SORRY, NO INVOICING 

Children Attending ____________________ 

Total Enclosed: $____________________ 

COST: $35.00 for adult members            
$45.00 for adult non-members            
$10 for children under 13 yrs. old 
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PASSOVER SCHEDULE 5776 
 
 

  
Wednesday, April 20  ..........  Chametz Sales Forms Due in Office  
Thursday, April 21 ..............  Search for Chametz in the evening 
  
Friday, April 22 ...8 AM........  Service and Siyyum for the first born 
  
Friday, April 22...11:00 AM... No Chametz may be eaten  
Friday, April 22...11:30 PM … BURNING OF THE CHAMETZ @ TIPOC 
  
Friday, April 22................... Light Candles 1st Night 7:31 PM 
  
Friday, April 22................... TIPOC Doors Open @ 5:30 PM  
Friday, April 22...6:00 PM..... Evening Services followed by TIPOC's    First Night Seder 
  
Saturday, April 23..9:30 AM … Shabbat and Festival (Yuntiff)  Morning Services 
                                               w/Birkat Kohanim (priestly blessing)/Torah service 
     Kiddush Luncheon following services. 
       
Saturday night, April 23....... Light Candles 2nd Night - after 8:31 PM 
                                              SECOND SEDER at home 
 
                                              We begin The Counting of the Omer— 1st night of Counting 
                                              Sefirat HaOmer - we count each night in succession for 49 days until Shavuoth. 
  
Sunday, April 24....9:30 AM .. Festival (Yuntiff) Morning Services  
    w/Priestly Blessing/Torah service 
  
Wednesday, April 27, 1 PM .. Chol Ha-Moed Lunch and Learn w/Rabbi @ TIPOC 
  
Thursday, April 28.............. Light Candles  7th Night @ 7:37 PM  
Thursday, April 28....7 PM.... Yuntiff Evening Services 
  
Friday, April 29....9:30 AM....  Yuntiff Morning Services 
                                7th DAY w/Priestly Blessing/Torah service 
  
Friday, April 29.....7 PM ....... Yuntiff Evening Services 
  
Friday, April 29................... Light Candles 8th Night @  7:38 PM 
  
Saturday, April 30..9:30 AM.. Shabbat and Festival (Yuntiff)   Morning Services 
                                 8th DAY w/Birkat Kohanim 
                                          YIZKOR service at approx. 11:00 AM 
    Kiddush Luncheon following services. 
  
Saturday, April 30................   Passover ends at 8:42 PM.  
                                              No Chametz may be eaten for at least one more hour  
                                              until Rabbi buys back Chametz. 
  
  
The Mitzvah in the Torah is not to eat chametz, not to see chametz or not even to own chametz during Passover. 
The goal is to use up all of our chametz before Passover. The reason we sell chametz is because many Jews have 
quantities of liquor which is very expensive to replace. Also Jews who own bakeries and saloons and Inns,  
supermarkets and other Eating and Drinking Establishments have large quantities of flour and liquor which is too 
expensive to use up and repurchase after the holiday. For that reason we have the practice of selling our chametz. 
It has nothing to do with hypocrisy and everything to do with compassion for our fellow Jew. Please send in your 
Chametz Sales Forms to the office no later than April 20th this year. Thank you and Chag Sameach. 
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Sunday, June 5 Israeli Cabaret Evening Celebrating Yom Yerushalaim 

The Golan Chapter of Hadassah will hold an authentic Israeli Cabaret Evening  
at Temple Israel of the Poconos 8:00-10:00 PM to celebrate the  

Reunification of Jerusalem – Yom Yerushalaim.  
Yoel Sharabi + two musicians will entertain.  

Israeli salads, pita, desserts, sodas, coffee, etc. will be served.  
Bring your own bottle of kosher wine.  

$15 per person to cover costs. This is not a fundraiser.  

 
Passover Meals 

 
Friday, April 22:  First Seder at Temple Israel 

Saturday, April 23: Kiddush Luncheon following Shabbat services 
Wednesday, April 27th:  Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Melman 

Saturday, April 30th:  Luncheon following Shabbat services and Yizkor 
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Sell your chametz! 

 

I hereby make Rabbi Melman, or his appointee, my agent to sell any and all Chametz 
in my possession. 

 

Name__________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________ 

 

 

Please note that all regular chametz should be either eaten or burned prior to the  
onset of  the holiday. Where one owns large stocks of liquor or storehouses of grain 
one should use this form to sell one's chametz.  Failure to do so would render any 
such liquor or food stocks forbidden to be consumed under Jewish law and are  
rendered non-kosher, or unfit for consumption. Those who own restaurants, stores  
or bars should be especially scrupulous in this matter. 

 

Amount enclosed for Tzedaka: __________ 

(any multiple of $18 would be appropriate). 

 

Please make out checks to Temple Israel of the Poconos.   
In memo section:  Sale of Chametz 

 

And mail to:  Temple Israel of the Poconos 

                     711 Wallace Street 

                     Stroudsburg, PA  18360 

                    Attn: Chametz 
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SLATE OF OFFICERS 
2016-2017 

 

 

  
If you have any questions regarding the above Slate of Officers, please contact 

one of the members of the Nominating Committee: 
 

Charlie Cahn — 424-7955 
Irving Effross — 421-6802 
Sam Newman — 421-8243 
 

Elections will be held on Wednesday, June 1st at 7:00 p.m.   
Please attend to cast your vote and show your support  

for the officers for the coming year. 

President Sandra Alfonsi 

1st Vice President Bernie Driller 

2nd Vice President Lois LaBarca 

Secretary Barbara Rosenberg 

Treasurer Norman Rabinowitz 

Asst. Treasurer Herb Rosen 

Sitting Past President Suzanne Tremper 

    

3 yr. Trustee Art Glantz 

2 yr. Trustee Dave Rosenberg 
Mark Entenberg 
Barry Tremper 

1 yr. Trustee Ivan Margolies 
Mitchell Marcus 



Page 11                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 619 

 

Dear Rabbi, 

I don't understand why we bother saying the middle paragraph of the shema.  After all, it 
has no melody, and no one seems to say it anyway, except for you.  Leaving it out altogether 
would save time! 
 
Please enlighten me. 
 
************************************************************************* 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
Great question! 
 
The reason we don't sing the middle paragraph is because it contains a curse. We're not 
even supposed to be saying it out loud altogether. It is to be said quietly. We never say  
curses out loud! 
 
Now when I am leading the service I do say it audibly on account that most people seem not 
to be saying it at all. So I keep them in mind as I am saying it, and I try to be softer as I say 
the actual verses of the curse itself. I'm not going to divulge the curse here. Be that as it 
may, the national consequences of disobeying the Torah are dire and severe. 
 
Notice I said national consequences. Individual consequences, linking reward and punish-
ment, are another subject entirely. As the notion of free choice is imbedded in the human 
condition, in our DNA, as it were, reward and punishment for individuals is necessarily  
delinked from our actions, at least in this world (olam hazeh). True consequences are  
reserved for the world to come (olam haba). If there were immediate consequences for our 
behavior, we would be mere puppets, subjects responding to stimuli in a lab; not fully  
human beings who make moral choices. 
 
Speaking of laboratories, the nation of Israel in the land of Israel is a special laboratory 
demonstrating the fruition of a nation living in accordance with the ethical and moral teach-
ings of the Torah. If the nation as a whole strays, its existence becomes meaningless. While 
the national consequences are severe, they are never permanent in nature. G*d always  
renews His covenant with Israel, as Israel internalizes the experience and learns from it. 
 
The idea of moral consequences is revolutionary in Judaism. Actually, it marked a revolution 
in Divine consciousness. Judaism's hallmark is ethical monotheism.  That is, we believe that 
there is but one G*d in the universe, and that He is moral and ethical, and expects the same 
in us as well, being that we were created in the Divine image. 
 
We don't manipulate or propitiate the gods through theurgy, or magic, as is central 
to paganism. Rather, we are subject to the Divine Will, and, as such, by definition, there  
are consequences for ignoring same. So this very paragraph, in its linkage of morality to  
consequences, both good and bad, delineates the border between Jewish ethical monothe-
ism, and the idolatrous paganism which preceded it. 
 
Thus the middle paragraph of the shema is, in a very real sense, a revolutionary document  
in the annals of human consciousness. While it is not melodically chanted, it nevertheless 
reminds us of the centrality of our national covenantal relationship with G*d. Actions indeed 
have consequences. This is its central teaching! All the rest is commentary. 
 
©2016 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 
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If you are  celebrating a milestone year, whether it 
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so 
others may celebrate with you. 
 
Contact:  Suzanne Tremper 
588-6148 or grand6ma@ptd.net 

April Birthdays 
April 04 Jeanie Kurzrok 

April 05 Aubrey Harter 
Charles Feinstein 
 

April 10 Janina Nissel 

April 11 Shoshana McGowan 

April 16 Bruce Brownstein 
Jacob Smith 
 

April 23 Robin Bair 
Leni Eisemann 
 

April 25 Joshua Herschlag 

April 27 Beatrice Greenberg 

April Anniversaries 
April 03 Jack and Hannah Shevrin 

April 20 David and Barbara Rosenberg 
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 HESSED FUND  
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.  

 It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for  any one within or outside the Jewish  
community.  If you would like something included here: 

Call Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.    
Please leave all the information on the machine so Suzanne doesn’t need to call you back.  

OR 
Better than telephone, is contacting Suzanne by e-mail at grand6ma@ptd.net.   That's the best! 

 

If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when 
giving Suzanne the information.    Cards are usually sent within three days of the request. 

To: Paul Solomon 
Best wishes for a r'fua sh'leima 

From:  Art Glantz 
 Esther Graves 
 Herb and Sylvia Rosen 
 Barry & Suzanne Tremper 

To:  David Schimmel 
Best wishes for a r’fua sh’leima 
 
From:  Irv & Eda Effross 
  

 

 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROUS  
DONATIONS TO TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS 

 

General Donations:  Art Glantz 
    Yale Kravitt 
    Kenneth Waite 

 

The following memorial plaques have been added: 
 Donated by the Jolley family in memory of Arthur Jolley 
 Donated by the family of Lea Katz in memory of Lea Katz 
 Donated by Mrs. Ruth Popkin and family in memory of Howard Popkin 
 Donated by Mark Fineberg and Sandra Alfonsi in memory of Emanuel Fineberg 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 
 Anonymous 
 Deborah Fraumeni 
 Herb and Sylvia Rosen 
 Leigh Stelzer 
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April  Yahrzeit List 

April 1 Adar II 22 Elsie Greenberg 
Jill Schulman 
 

April 2 Adar II 23 Charles Steinberg 
 

April 6 Adar II 27 Solomon Silverman 
 

April 9 Nisan 01 Joseph Cedar 
 

April 12 Nisan 04 Benjamin Silverman 

April 13 Nisan 05 Edna Koshar 
Theodore Getz 
Marvin Steinberg 
 

April 14 Nisan 06 Rachel Waterman 
Thelma Konowitz 
Samuel Feuerman 
 

April 15 Nisan 07 Stella Kaufman 
 

April 16 Nisan 08 William Silverman 
 

April 17 Nisan 09 Rachel Zdoresky 
Mitchel Postol 
Mollie Silverman 
 

April 20 Nisan 12 Daniel Pehr 
Jean Schwartz 
 

April 22 Nisan 14 Samuel Balick 
Florence Parnes 
Alexander August 
Theodore Steinberg 
Hilda Shulman 
 

April 24 Nisan 16 Louis M. Block 
 

April 25 Nisan 17 Rachel Bair 
 

April 26 Nisan 18 Lillian Dorfman 
Sam Ehrlichman 
 

April 27 Nisan 19 Leila May Parkhurst 

April 28 Nisan 20 Samuel Lax 
Marion Feinsilber 
 

April 29 Nisan 21 Nathan Rosen 
Blanche Bernstein 
 

April 30 Nisan 22 Dr. Kurt Philippsberg 

Yahrzeit candles are lit on the evening prior to the date listed. 

If the Yahrzeit falls on Shabbat be sure to light the candle before lighting 
the Shabbat candles. 

The Yahrzeit for Frances Tremper was inadvertently omitted  
from the March newsletter.   

It was observed on 13 Adar II, March 23. 
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May Yahrzeit List 

May 1 Nisan 23 Harriet Zdoresky  
Deborah Singman 
 

May 3 Nisan 25 David Bernbaum 
Sarah Wimer 
 

May 5 Nisan 27 Rose Burros 
Sarah Leiser 
Abraham Berkman 
 

May 6 Nisan 28 William Odzer 

May 7 Nisan 29 Herman Brown 

May 8 Nisan 30 Maynard Abeloff  
Benjamin Sadagursky 
 

May 11 Iyar 03 William Westheimer 

May 13 Iyar 05 Barbara Gross 
Simon Goldberg 
Helen Driller Max Berman 

May 14 Iyar 06 Neil Kevin Finkel 
Israel Malbin 
Caroline Rosenzweig 
 

May 16 Iyar 08 Myron Ehrlich 
Anna Rabinowitz 
 

May 17 Iyar 09 Annie Reader 
Harry Forster 
Jerry Sugarman 
 

May 18 Iyar 10 Masha Trumpaitzky 

May 20 Iyar 12 Frances Forster 
Sonya Fisher 
 

May 21 Iyar 13 Abraham Lichetenbaum 

May 23 Iyar 15 William Brown 

May 25 Iyar 17 Beatrice Joseph 

May 26 Iyar 18 Edward I. Odzer 
Murray Abeloff 
Jacob Bernbaum 
 

May 27 Iyar 19 Rachel Jollowskly 

May 28 Iyar 20 Florence Goldstein 
Julius Reader 
Leo Feinsilber 
 

May 29 Iyar 21 Philip Goldstein 

May 30 Iyar 22 Harry Smulyan 
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN  
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

 

YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE  
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE..... 

 TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS  
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES 

SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS 
    

Friday Night Oneg: $75 
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot  
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages. 
  
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125 
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits 
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk, 
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages. 
 

Each package is priced for 25 people.    
  

 Other special request items (including lox) are available upon 
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design 
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more 

information contact:  Lois LaBarca at 421-6103   
 

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.  
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services. 
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WE  ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE 
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING... 

 

SEND WARM THOUGHTS 
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at grand6ma@ptd.net and let 

someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, 
Suzanne will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or 

Condolences.   A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well.  When you call, please leave all the 
information needed. 

 

TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS 
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or 

any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a 
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members. 

Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.” 

Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.  
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net 

Honor or Remember Someone Special 
with a Bookplate 

 

 A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the 
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening 
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer 
book which is used on the High Holidays.  
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday, 
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you 
want to note for a relative or friend.  You can also 
place a dedication in someone’s memory.  A 
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion 
will be inserted.  The minimum donation is $50.   

                         Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net. 

Do you need a  Mi Sheberach Recited? 
 

 When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone 
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message  

on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers  
will be included in our services. 
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..  

we offer you a challenge! 
 

We need everyone to help with this.  Surely you know individuals and  
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.   

Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!    
 

 
If every family brings in one individual or family,  

think of the possibilities! 
 
 

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,  
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize.  You’ll make new friends 

and assist us in enlarging our family. 
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!! 
 

 For information please contact: 
 

Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 
223-7062 

sanalfonsi@aol.com 
 
 

or Temple Israel 421-8781  

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call. 
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Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here. 

NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134 

 



All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.   

Please submit all articles for consideration to: 

Barbara Rosenberg 

570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF  YOUR NEWSLETTER: 

MAY NEWSLETTER:   APRIL 8 

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street 
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and  

Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 619 April 2016 published  
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,  
Stroudsburg, PA  18360.  (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.   
 
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg, 
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net. 
 
Now on the web at:  www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org 


